———

Serica

\
N energy

e —

—

Monday 16 January 2006

Serica Energy announces temporary re-sale restrictions on new ordinary
shares

TORONTO, Dec. 16 /CNW/ - Serica Energy PLC, an international oil and gas exploration
company, announced today that on December 13, 2005, the Company issued 67,368,421
new ordinary shares which were, together with the 75,180,159 existing ordinary shares of
the Company, admitted to trading on the AIM market of the London Stock Exchange.
Serica's ordinary shares are also quoted in Canada on the TSX Venture Exchange.

Due to Canadian re-sale restrictions, unless specifically permitted by Canadian securities
legislation, the 67,368,421 new ordinary shares in the Company may not be traded in
Canada before April 14, 2006. In order to prevent any potential breach of Canadian
securities legislation, Serica has instructed its UK registrar not to transfer any ordinary
shares in the Company from the UK register to the Canadian register prior to April 14,
2006. Serica shareholders, however, may transfer ordinary shares in the Company from
the Canadian register to the UK register without restriction.

About Serica Energy PLC

Serica Energy PLC is an international oil & gas exploration and production company with
primary activities in Indonesia, the UK North Sea and Spain. It currently has offices in
Singapore, Jakarta and the United Kingdom.

For more information, please visit the Company website, www.serica-energy.com

To receive Company news releases via email, please contact heather@chfir.com and
specify "Serica press releases" in the subject line.

The TSX Venture Exchange has not reviewed and does not accept responsibility for the
adequacy or accuracy of this release.

%SEDAR: 00022686E

For further information:

Serica Energy plc

Paul Ellis, Chief Executive Officer, +44 (0)20 7487 7300
Chris Hearne, Finance Director, +44 (0)20 7487 7300

JP Morgan Cazenove

Steve Baldwin, + 44 (0)20 7155 2828

Pelham Public Relations

James Henderson, +44 (0)20 7743 6673, +44 (0)7774 444163

CHF Investor Relations

Cathy Hume, CEO, (416) 868-1079;



